The Children's Corner Howick: 
Newsletter July/August 2015 

Parent Teacher Interviews: ZV^ August 

Our parent teacher interviews provide you with a valuable opportunity to find out how 
your child is doing at preschool; what they enjoy, key learning and how we are extending 
them. It also provides our teachers with a chance to find out what your child enjoys 
doing outside of preschool and answer any queries you might have. 

Parents of children who have been with us for a term will be invited to attend. We hold 
parent teacher interviews twice a year so please do not worry if you are not involved in 
this round. 

Interviews will be held during the hours of S.OOam-ll.OOam to help minimise disruption 
to our preschool day. You will meet with one teacher (Jacqui, Justine, Jamie or Cindy) 
depending on the "key teacher" your child has been assigned. 

You will be sent an invitation closer to the time advising you of specific details. 

Reviewing our Preschool "Core Values" 

We are currently reviewing as a team the "Core Values" which define our preschool and 
inform our teaching practices and operation. We look forward to sharing this 
information with you during term 3 and hearing your feedback. 

Portfolio's: What to expect 

Our teachers have allocated time each week to document your child's learning in the 
form of "learning stories" which are inserted into their portfolio. If your child attends 
two days per week you can expect one learning story per term, three days per week 
would be two learning stories and four+ days would be three learning stories per term. 
Remember we welcome your "Parent's Voice" in your child's portfolio so if you would like 
to add a comment relating to any of the stories then feel free to do so. Perhaps you 
have noticed similar interests at home or a progression of the learning that has been 
documented in his/her portfolio? 

Preschool Start Time 

Our preschool day starts at 8.45am but you are welcome to arrive from 8.40am. Please 
note that our teachers will be having regular Thursday morning planning meetings so our 
preschool gate will be closed until 8.40am. 



New Starters 

We welcome Calista, Alvin, Nora, Annabel, Sam, Mason, Brendan and Linson to our 
preschool! Some of our new S'tar'ters are siblings of children we've had the pleasure of 
teaching previously - always so lovely to welcome back families we have known for some 
time! 

We will be inviting our new families to come along to a welcome morning in August. This 
will help you understand more about our preschool including processes/policies and 
meet other new preschool parents. 

Leavers 

Caylee will be moving to Sydney. We wish her and her lovely family all the very best for 
their exciting move. It's been our pleasure teaching Caylee and big sister Chloe. Ryan is 
moving to Mount Eden and likewise we have enjoyed getting to know him and his big 
brother Daniel. Oscar is moving down to Napier with his family. We'll miss you all! 

Olsen, Lucas, Gemma and Fiona will all be transitioning to primary school. 

Community Notice 

"Hello, my name is Patty Boyd and I am currently looking for a position as a part time or 
full time nanny. I have had 3 years working experience as a nanny. One of those years 
being a full time live in mmy for a 4 year old boy. Children are my passion from babies 
to all ages. I am very patient, caring and loving towards all children and I especially 
enjoy learning and playtime with children. I have a current first aid certificate, full 
drivers licence, clean police record and excellent references. If you or someone you 
know is looking for a nanny I can be contacted on 02102584448." 

Staffing Update 

Cindy will be leaving at the end of this term to start her maternity leave. We are in the 
process of recruiting an experienced Montessori teacher to undertake a maternity 
cover contract and will update you in due course. 

Holiday Programme 

Thank you to Jamie for leading a great holiday programme at the end of term 2, ably 
assisted by Cindy and Justine. Our teachers take it in turns to lead the organisation of 
each programme. Beside our signing in sheets you'll find some photos of what the 
children did during the programme - so many fun and exciting learning activities! 



Have a great term 3 everyone! 



